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The breezy, picturesque Cor-
niche runs for 30 kilometres
along a magnificent seashore
that is lined with extravagant
condos and resort hotels.

Is it Miami Beach? Or perhaps
Santa Monica? Maybe Cannes on
the French Riviera?

It’s none of the above. This
is Jeddah, a fascinating city of
nearly five million located on the
hot, sunny coast of the Red Sea
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
If you look beyond the swaying
palm trees, the promenade and
the pier, you’ll notice the differ-
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the resort city of Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, borders the Red Sea. The Moon Sculpturen -

THRIVES AS SAUDI RESORT CITY

into aresort town. Families flock
here for the seaside air and the
made-for-kids attractions like
the Al Shallal Theme Park, the
Fakieh Aquarium and the Chil-
dren’s Water Park.

Some only-in-Jeddah attrac-
tions include the impressive
Al Rahma mosque — a.k.a. the
Floating Mosque, — the Al
Jazeera Waterfront Mosque, and
Al Balad, the UNESCO World
Heritage Site of vintage houses.
Hotels: Jeddah has’em all, in-
cluding Ritz-Carlton, Radisson
Blu, Rosewood, Shangri-La, In-
terContinental and the upcom-
ing Edition (an upscale Marriott
brand), which will be a chic
getaway facing the Jeddah Yacht
Club & Marina and the Formu-
la One racetrack. A new Four
Seasons probably will anchor the
residential commercial complex
in the upcoming Jeddah Tower,
poised to become the world’s

ences that make this a resort city,
Saudi style.

Clothing stands out. You are
not likely to see short shorts
and camisoles. Visitors usually
wear loose, covered-up attire,
respecting Muslim values of
modest clothing. Many locals
are cloaked head-to-toe in long,
traditional robes. It’s usually
white thobe for men and black
abaya for women, but with Bar-
bie playing at Jeddah’s AMC’s
cinema, there is a blooming of
bright pink.

Along Jeddah’s waterfront,
minarets ring out five times daily
for Islamic worship and everyone
stops picnicking and playing soc-
cer to grab a prayer mat from a
beachside bin. For refreshments,
the fast-food kiosks dish out
turkey hotdogs — Muslims do not
eat pork — and “a cold one” refers
toiced coffee, not beer, in a coun-
try that does not serve alcohol.

In the news: Saudi Arabia’s me-

obelisk is at centre and the white Al Jazeera Waterfront Mosque is at rear. saupr ARABIA MINISTRY OF TOURISM

dia coverage internationally has
been about human rights and
petro power, but the once-closed
kingdom alsoisincreasinglyin the
spotlight forits meteoric progress
in entertainment, architecture
and especially tourism. Beefing up
its connection to Canada, Saudia,
the national airline, will fly Boeing
787 Dreamliners six times week-
ly between Jeddah and Toronto,
starting on Dec. 2.

“The world in the 1920s came
to Saudi for oil, now the world
will come in the 2020s for
tourism. Tourism is the new oil,”
Saudi Tourism Authority CEO
Fahd Hamidaddin told a confer-
ence recently.

The buzz has been building
for about a decade. In 2023, a
documentary about The Line, a
futuristic megacity being built
in the northwest, aired on the
Discovery Channel and YouTube.

IFYOU GO

Saudi tourism: visitsaudi.
com

Saudia flights: saudia.com
World Travel & Tourism
Council: wttc.org

In 2022, CN Traveler (Condé
Nast) dished about a cruise on
the Red Sea and Bloomberg
News announced: “Saudi Arabia’s
Booming and This Time It Isn’t
Only About Oil.” In 2019, the
Wall Street Journal heralded the
UNESCO World Heritage site of
Hegra.

What was I doing there? I
attended a major conference
of the World Travel & Tourism
Council (WTTC) in the coun-
try’s capital, Riyadh, and took a
side jaunt to Jeddah for a look at
leisure.
Jeddah: Balancing Islamic prin-

ciples and modern mores, Saudi
Arabia is aland of contrasts.
You’ll find old-school desert
competitions like falconry and
camel racing as well as the glam-
orous, high-octane Saudi Arabian
Grand Prix Formula I. LIV Golf
almost dominates the pro tour,
in part due to CEO Greg Norman
and competitors Phil Mickelson
and Sergio Garcia.

Visitors to Jeddah include
pilgrims heading for Mecca and
party people going to the annual
International Red Sea Film
Festival, which has screened
LGBTQ+ movies and welcomed
Oliver Stone, Guy Ritchie, Spike
Lee, Priyanka Chopra Jonas and
Sharon Stone. The next event
will be in November and Decem-
ber.

Originally developed as a
fishing village and a commercial
seaport, Jeddah has morphed

tallest structure at more than
1,000 m high.

If you're looking forward to
swimming in a hot climate, note
that many hotels with pools,
such as the Ritz-Carlton Jeddah,
reserve this amenity for men, or
split the hours between men and
women. Some establishments
have two pools and often the
women’s pools are indoors for
privacy.

The Venue Jeddah Corniche
is a popular family hotel, with
buffet meals and a seafood night,
as well as Mediterranean, Arabic
and Asian food. The Venue has
separate spas and separate pools
for women (indoors) and men
(outdoors).

The neighbouring Jeddah Hil-
ton and Waldorf Astoria Jeddah
— Qasr Al Sharq (Palace of the
East) share an outdoor pool for
men and women have an indoor
pool at the Waldorf Astoria Spa.
rochellelash@gmail.com
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